
Celebrating Those Who Contribute Greatly to the Tlingit & Haida People

Central Council of Tlingit & Haida Indian Tribes of Alaska 

President’s Award Banquet & Language Fundraiser
April 12, 2019 • 6:00 - 9:00 PM • Elizabeth Peratrovich Hall • Juneau, Alaska

Marie Olson was born in Juneau, Alaska and is the daughter 
of James Williams (Kaajeexán) and Amy (Mamie) Bean. 
Marie is a respected member of the Áak’w Kwáan and is from 
the Wooshkeetaan clan, Xóots Hít (Brown Bear House) and 
Kiks.ádi yadí. She carries her grandmother’s Tlingit name 
Kaayistaan.

Marie attended Mayflower Indian School in Juneau, Alaska, 
Wrangell Institute Boarding School in Wrangell, Alaska, 
and later graduated from Garfield High School in Seattle, 
Washington. She attended college at the University of 
California Berkley on a full scholarship and was introduced to 
the growing American Indian Movement (AIM) during her time 

there, spending weekends on Alcatraz Island during the occupation.

Marie has served as an educator, civic leader, and cultural 
advocate. She joined the Alaska Native Sisterhood (ANS) 
Camp 2 of Juneau in 1974 and was appointed Secretary in 
1990 and elected President in 1997. She also served three 
terms as ANS Camp 2 President from 2003-2005. Marie also 
worked in the Juneau School District, providing cross-cultural 
training to staff and Native-content education to students. 
She has made significant contributions to indigenous 
knowledge in Alaska as a distinguished culture bearer.

As an Alaska Native woman, she has experienced both the 
challenges and benefits of pursuing a university education, 
ultimately earning two certificates and a Bachelor of Liberal 
Arts degree from the University of Alaska Southeast (UAS). 
Marie has been a steadfast supporter of the University of 
Alaska over the course of more than four decades, making 
substantial and enduring contributions to the Alaskan 
educational landscape, which earned her an Honorary 
Doctorate from UAS in 2018.

The Life Achievement 
award recognizes an 

individual's significant 
lifetime achievements. 

The recipient is a person 
who has dedicated their 

life to the betterment 
of the Tlingit 

and Haida people.

President’s Everyday Hero Award
Dr. Marie Olson

Life Achievement


