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Energy Demonstration Project Underway in Angoon, Alaska
A demonstration project is underway in Angoon focusing on energy self-sufficiency in Southeast
Alaska’s rural villages.
A large number of rural communities in the region and the state are heavily dependent on fossil
fuels, such as diesel and heating oil—unsustainable resources that have caused much economic
hardship in rural Alaska and around the world. The project aims to demonstrate how energy
efficiency and renewable energy can cut energy costs in rural communities by up to 65%. The
project will also result in a documentary film that will be distributed in Southeast Alaska and via
the internet.
A group of project partners, headed by the Central Council of Tlingit and Haida Indian Tribes of
Alaska (Central Council), hosted a meeting in Angoon and the house of Peggy and Kelly Williams
was selected to be the project’s focus. The Williams, an elderly couple chosen based on a
combination of need, interest, and favorable site characteristics, will receive a complete retrofit
of their home including new insulation, new siding, new appliances, and even solar panels and a
small wind generator to offset some of the house’s energy needs with renewable energy. The
work will be completed in September.
“I’m very excited to participate in this project,” said Peggy Williams. “It’ll be nice to live in a
warm house, reduce my energy consumption, and be able to get some of my power from the
sun.”
The project is a partnered effort of Central Council, Tlingit-Haida Regional Housing Authority,
and the Southeast Alaska Conservation Council to address the issue of high energy costs that
continuously challenges the sustainability of Southeast Alaska villages.
“This project is greatly needed in Angoon, especially for our elders, many of whom are forced to
choose between heat and food during the coldest parts of the winter,” said Rocky Estrada, a
young college graduate and lifelong Angoon resident who is now running the Angoon Business
Center. “Sustainability has always been a strong value in our Native culture. The community is
happy to investigate the opportunity of using sustainable resources like solar and wind in place
of unsustainable fossil fuels.”
A focus of the project will be knowledge sharing between the Tlingit-Haida Regional Housing
Authority, which regularly completes energy efficiency retrofits in Angoon and other Southeast
villages, and the Maharishi University of Management, a college in Iowa whose campus is partly

energy self-sufficient and where sustainable living is a common academic focus. It will also be a
chance for both organizations to further investigate some emerging energy techniques and
technologies. These emerging technologies include outside insulation retrofits, energy
management units that allow homeowners to monitor their own energy usage, and solar panels
that produce energy in cloudy weather.
“We are pleased to be working on this exciting project with Central Council and other partners.
The project offers unique opportunities to try new approaches and new technologies in a
Southeast Alaska setting,” says Craig Moore, Vice President of Tlingit-Haida Regional Housing
Authority.
In collaboration, the project partners will also be working to raise enough funds to provide lightemitting diode (LED) bulbs to all interested households in Angoon and four other dieseldependent Southeast communities. LED light bulbs use a fraction of the energy of compact
fluorescent bulbs, and have the potential to save millions of gallons of diesel fuel over the life of
the LEDs while improving the lives of residents of these communities. A total of $543,128 is
being sought through online donations to cover the cost of purchasing and installing LED bulbs in
five Southeast communities.
For more information, or to donate to this effort, please visit the project’s web site,
www.sustainangoon.org. For sponsorship inquiries, please contact Andrei Chakine at (907) 4637121. Project supporters and sponsors will have a chance to be featured in the documentary
film that will be distributed worldwide.

Central Council of Tlingit and Haida Indian Tribes of Alaska
Central Council is a federally recognized tribal government representing more
than 27,000 Tlingit and Haida Indians worldwide. As a sovereign entity, it has a
government-to-government relationship with the United States. Central Council
headquarters are in Juneau, Alaska. Web Address: www.ccthita.org
Tlingit-Haida Regional Housing Authority
Tlingit-Haida Regional Housing Authority is Southeast Alaska’s largest provider
of affordable housing. Established in 1973, the private non-profit housing
authority owns and manages nearly 1,000 located throughout the region.
THRHA is an Equal Opportunity Employer/Program and provides services to all
Southeast Alaskans. Web Address: www.thrha.org
Southeast Alaska Conservation Council
SEACC has worked in the region since 1970. As a coalition of 14 member groups
in 12 communities, stretching along the coast from Ketchikan to Yakutat, with
the goal of safeguarding the integrity of Southeast Alaska’s unsurpassed natural
environment, while supporting the sustainable use of our region’s natural
resources. Web Address: www.seacc.org

Maharishi University of Management (Fairfield, Iowa)
Maharishi University of Management (MUM), formerly known as Maharishi
International University, was founded in 1973 by Maharishi Mahesh Yogi, who
developed the Transcendental Meditation technique.
The university is not-for-profit, accredited through the Ph.D. level by The
Higher Learning Commission of the North Central Association of Colleges and
Schools, and offers "consciousness-based education" that includes practice of the Transcendental
Meditation technique. Degree programs are offered in the arts, sciences, business, and the
humanities. Web Address: www.mum.edu
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